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   The 2013 legislative session moves into the home stretch with adjournment on May 7, 2014 so readers wishing to offer input or testify at a committee hearing, there's not much time left.
Senate Bill 14-193:  SB 193 concerns the use of a GPS device to monitor a vehicle's movement. A recent United States Supreme Court decision held that use of such a device constituted a search requiring the government to obtain a search warrant, pursuant to the fourth amendment's protection against reasonable searches for more than 220 years. In Colorado, “the right to be protected from unreasonable searches and seizures has been guaranteed by Section 7 of Article II of the Colorado Constitution since its adoption in  1876.”
   The legislative declaration cites the decision as United States v. Jones, and offers it as clarification that the “people of Colorado are protected from searches conducted by the government using electronic devices to track the location of the device unless the government first obtains a lawful search warrant.”
   As this column goes live, a fiscal impact analysis was not available from the legislative council.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-193:  Senate President Morgan Carroll (D-Arapahoe) 866-4879 and Senator Kevin Lundberg (R-Larimer) 866-4853; and Representative Jonathan Singer (D-Boulder) 866-2780.
Senate Bill 14-164:  As promised, here is the latest on SB 164, the Colorado Aerial Firefighting Fleet Aircraft Acquisitions bill. The Committee on Agriculture, Natural Resources and Energy amended SB 164 and referred it to the Committee on Appropriations with favorable recommendation.
   Th bill, as amended, directs the Division of Fire Prevention and Control (DFPC) in the Department of Public Safety to maximize its aerial firefighting capacity, within DFPC's available budget and consistent with the recommendations of DFPC's director. Current state statute is also amended concerning the Colorado Firefighting Aerial Corps (CFAC) by:
· enlarging potential revenue sources to the Colorado Firefighting Aerial Corps Fund (CFAC Fund);
· requiring the DFPC to make an annual report to the Wildfire Matters Review Committee (WMRC) with information and recommendations regarding wildfire threats, state firefighting resources and the status of CFAC and other state aerial firefighting resources;
· establishing standards related to the acquisition of certain aircraft by the CFAC;
· authorizing the CFAC to operate the Center of Excellence for Advanced Technology Aerial Firefighting  (Center of Excellence); and
· requiring, in 2014, the WMRC to consider the creation, potential scope and composition of a Colorado Wildland and Prescribed Fire Advisory Commission (advisory commission).
   In the amendments (5)(a) states:  “As soon as practicable after the effective date of this subsection (5), the Division shall acquire or contract for firefighting aircraft for use during the 2014 fire season. In making such acquisitions or contracts, the Division hall adhere, as nearly a feasible and appropriate and within available appropriations, to the recommendations made in the Division's 'Special Report:  Colorado Firefighting Air Corps Report to the Governor and General Assembly on Strategies to Enhance the State's Aerial Firefighting Capabilities,' dated March 28, 2014.”
   The Director is given certain leeway in “what he contracts for and the determination of number, kind, type, location of aviation assets based on preparedness levels, wildfire risk and activity, weather, location of other aerial assets, available appropriations and other appropriate criteria.” The amendments also authorize the Wildfire Matters Review Committee to consider the creation of a Colorado Wildland and Prescribed Fire Advisory Commission to assist the director of the Division of Fire Prevention and Control.
   Still no word yet on whether Governor Hickenlooper has changed his mind on SB 164   and will sign it if it lands on his desk.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-164:  Senate President Morgan Carroll (D-Arapahoe) 866-4853, and Senator Steve King (R-Mesa) 866-3077.  
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
